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WELCOME  

Welcome to our new Honorary President, 
Terry Edwards. 

His plot is at West Tarring 
but you will meet him when 
he gives out the prizes at 
our autumn show.  
 
The appointment is for the 
next three years. 

 
 

And we’re off - warmer days, green 

shoots and the vague chance that this 

year we might actually win. In the last 

issue we wrote about soggy soil, muck 

and lime. As we all start sowing and 

planting, here’s a rough guide to some 

of the other stuff we add to the soil to 

get better results. 

The most common chemicals required 

by nature, and labelled in most liquid 

feeds, are nitrogen (N), phosphorus 

(P) and potassium or potash (K). All of 

those will be available from a good 

load of compost or well-rotted manure, 

but you might not have enough yet. In 

that case you can supplement, 

organically or inorganically. 

Nitrogen is necessary for good leaf growth 

and is often used on brassicas, and potatoes. 

It is quickly washed away and deficiencies 

show as poor, yellow leaves. You can get 

Nitrogen from sulphate of ammonia at   2 

ounces per square yard (osy). 

Phosphorus is especially good for root 
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growth, ripening fruit and flowers. If you don’t have enough you might get brown 

spots on leaves and fruit which tastes acid. Get it from bone meal at 4 osy. 

Potash increases pH (see last issue) but is good or fruit and flowers, although it 

tends not to move in the soil so has to be applied within inches of where it is needed. 

You can use ash from bonfires, or sulphate of potash at 2 osy. Deficiencies show as 

stunted growth and/or leaf browning. 

If your leaves are lacking green colour, or seem red or purple, you may have 
magnesium deficiency. Try spraying with Epsom Salts at 8 ozs to 2.5 gallons. 

In limey soils you might get iron deficiency, and need to spray with ‘sequestered 

iron’. You can also use well-rotted seaweed, or make your own seaweed solution by 

soaking some in water, well away from your nose. 

 
Growmore is inorganic but has an equal mixture of P, K and N. Fish, blood and 
bone organic mixture gives you a balanced feed at 2 osy. 6X pelleted chicken 
manure gives you plenty of Nitrogen but don’t use it on very tender new plants - it 
could be too strong. Mix it in first and wait a bit, or use it later. 
 
You can always find more information about almost anything from 
www.worthingallotments.co.uk - Horticulture - Hints and Tips. Or ask others on our 
Facebook page.  
 
The site shops, of course, sell Growmore, sulphate of potash, blood fish and bone, 
bonemeal (all £4 or £10) and puckamuck well-rotted manure at £4.30 for 60 a litre 
bags. 6x chicken pellets are £6.70 for an eight kg tub.For seeds and young plants, 
try Humax (75 ltr for £5.70 and 40 ltr £4.10) or John Innes Seed and No 2 at £4.30. 
 

YOU ARE IN GOOD COMPANY - WAGA LTD. 

 

It was agreed at the AGM we would register WAGA as a Company Limited by 

Guarantee (CLG) so it becomes WAGA Ltd. All members of WAGA are now 

members of WAGA Ltd, with voting rights at the AGM. The move means we are 

protected from theft, swindles or being sued, so if we ever found ourselves in 

debt the committee members would not be personally liable. It also means, if 

we ever went bankrupt, all members of WAGA Ltd would be liable for the token 

sum of £1.  

The likelihood is remote - it hasn’t happened since we were founded in 1948 - 

but you need to be formally notified of this risk. It lasts until one year after you 

leave and when you renew your membership (due in October by the way) you 

are agreeing to that theoretical £1 if catastrophe ever strikes. If you have any 

questions or concerns, ring 529084 or email plotholder@hotmail.co.uk.
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HOW THEY USED TO DO IT 

Snippet provided from the latest Worthing Journal: 
 

1901 Three giant pigs bred and fed on Tarring Allotments were 

slaughtered at Christmas and hung outside a Montague Street butcher’s 

shop. 

We are working on a history of WAGA and of local allotment sites, with all manner of 
material on pigs and goats, fights and foxes, rents, rules, committees and shows. We 
have site plans, contracts and minutes going back to the twenties, 28 years before 
WAGA itself was formed. If you have any archives or old images you might 
contribute, contact plotholder@hotmail.co.uk. Here’s one entry, referring to a 
predecessor, the Allotment Holders Association: 
 

14th July 1922 Letter from AHA 15th June asking for a well at Little 

Chesswood Farm and at NE corner of West Tarring. This would be 

investigated. It was also agreed that pigs could be kept at the Eastern end 

of Chesswood provided no refuse be thrown into Teville stream. 

6th October 1922 AHA suggested that cart ruts in the roadway Ham Rd 

to Lower Chesswood Farm be filled. The Council agreed to provide 

materials if the AHA provided the labour. 

We know what happened to the pigs, but where did the wells go? 
 
 

 

 
 

https://www.likethatapps.com/LikeThatGarden 
 

Point it at a flower and it tells you what it is.  Magic!!! 
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SPRING IN THE WAGA SHOPS	- Janet Robins  

Seeds 

This is a good time to purchase all the seeds you will need for this growing season. 
We have a selection of new varieties, some of which are more disease resistant than 
traditional types. Seed prices range from just 60p - compare that with what you 
would pay at garden centres! 
 
Don’t forget this is the year of the Cosmos and we have seeds in all shops, along 
with seeds for sunflowers and sweet peas. 
 

Windbreak 

We sell windbreak at the Tarring  and Chesswood shops, very strong and really 
needed on our windy sites to protect your crops. One metre wide and only £1.50 per 
metre. 

Nematodes 

Several people have told me that they are interested in using Nematodes on their 
plots so they can deal with slug problems in a truly eco - friendly way. Nematodes 
are microscopic worms that naturally occur within the soil and are quickly being 
recognised as the most effective, natural way of controlling the most common garden 
pests. Slug nematodes feed and multiply inside the slug and it will then stop feeding 
within 3-5 days. They are completely harmless to children, pets, wildlife and the 
environment. 
 
We have secured a very good deal with one of the companies we buy from and 
would like to offer it to members as a trial. We would only supply them if they have 
been ordered and paid for in advance, as we do with the potatoes. Each application 
lasts for 6 weeks and will cover 100sq. This year we will be offering either one or two 
deliveries (£18.95 and £37.20). We will arrange for the first delivery to arrive at the 
beginning of May. If you are interested, please complete the form at the end of this 
newsletter and bring into your usual shop with the payment. When we take delivery, I 
will contact everyone and it will be really important that you collect them immediately 
as they need to be used fairly quickly.  

All orders must be collected from West Tarring shop.  

If you would like any further information, please contact me 01903 266522 or 
janetrobins05@yahoo.co.uk. 
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IMPROVEMENTS  AT  HUMBER SITE 

Yes, that’s one way to get some leverage 
on wet soil. Made from recycled materials 
by Paul Drew for his wife Linsey. 
 
Also, we have been successful in a bid for 
funding towards improvements to the shop 
at Humber Avenue and this means that very 
shortly we will be able to order a large 
container, like the ones at the West Tarring 
site, which will become the new and 
improved shop. When work is finished on 
this we will need some new volunteers, as 
we are hoping to have a new team of 
people helping out on Sundays. If you would 
like to be part of this new team please 
contact Janet Robins on 01903 266522 or 
janetrobins05@yahoo.co.uk. Also, of course 
if you would like to help setting up and fitting 
out the new shop, contact Janet to see what 
you can do to help move it along. 
 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS AND PLACES TO VISIT 

Trip to RHS Wisley: Sunday 10th July 

As an associate group, we can obtain entry for 55 people plus a coach door to door 
for only £12 each. There are 
six pick up points throughout 
the town, starting at 9 a.m. so 
we can arrive at Wisley by 
11.00, leaving at 4 p.m. You 
can take a virtual tour to see 
what’s available at 
https://www.rhs.org.uk/garden
s/ wisley/garden-highlights 
and a booking form is on the 
last page of this newsletter. 
 
For anyone who is not free 
that day but wants a private 
trip on another date, we have 
two special passes that each give one WAGA member plus one guest a 30% 
reduction on entry to any of the RHS gardens. You can use it as many times as you 
like. Ask Rik at secretary@worthingallotments.co.uk or ring 07505677387 
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KEW GARDENS: SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We can offer a trip to Kew Gardens in Richmond on Saturday 10th of September. The 
plan is to travel by coach and the event is open to both adults and children. The child 
price, up to the age of 16, is £5 but there is an absolute maximum of 12 such places 
so first come first served.  
 
We need a minimum of 39 adults to buy tickets at £27 per person to make the trip 
viable. Therefore, to encourage sales, tickets numbered 1 to 39 will be put into a 
draw on the coach and one lucky person will have their ticket price refunded. There 
is a non- member adult price of £30 each and this includes membership of WAGA up 
to October 2017. 
 
If we fall short of the 39 adult price tickets and therefore coach travel is not viable, 
we will still go but we may use the train instead. If we travel by train we hope to keep 
the price to £27 but can’t guarantee that until we get closer to the event. This is 
because we can only book cheaper train tickets 3 months in advance. In this 
situation, anybody who does not want to go by train will get a full ticket refund. 
 
Tickets will be available at the site shops from Saturday the 2nd April, but each 
shop will only have 13 tickets in the draw so again first come first served. On the 
ticket there is a tick box to identify if you are 

1) A senior (60 and over) or 
2) a visitor with a disability. 

 
Please fill this in because we may be able to get further group concessions from Kew 
Gardens. 
 
 

You can find a garden to visit online at or get a printed copy of The National 
Garden Scheme’s Yellow Guide at http://www.ngs.org.uk. Highdown Gardens are 
open on Sunday 1st May and Thursday 9th June specifically for NGS to collect 
donations but any other times they are open for free. 
 

Ferring Country Centre have their Plant Sale from 9th - 15th May. 
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BOOKING FORM FOR WISLEY, SUNDAY JULY 10TH 

 

Name:   

Address:  

  

Telephone:  Email:     

I would like to book tickets at £12 each - Total £      

I enclose a cheque payable to Worthing Allotments and Gardens Association. 

I would like people to be collected from (tick as appropriate - times to be advised later) 

New Rd (Durrington) 

Boulevard/Strand 

West Worthing Station 

Worthing Station 

Broadwater Green 
 

corner of Chesswood Road/Ham Road 

(By the church) 

 

 

 

 

Return with cheque made to WAGA to 50 St. Thomas’s Rd., BN14 7JN or site post boxes. 

 

 

 

ORDER FOR SLUG NEMATODES 

Name:    

Membership Number:     

Contact phone number:     

I would like 1 2         deliveries (please indicate) 

Amount paid £18.95 £37.20      
 

   

I understand it is my responsibility to collect the product promptly and that I will need to collect it from the shop at 
West Tarring site. 

 

Please return to your nearest site shop. 
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STOP PRESS 

 

At West Tarring shop we really need regular help on Saturdays from anyone who is 

able to help customers with lifting heavy purchases. Please drop into the shop on 

Sat or Sun for more details if you can help. 

 

Workon the water pipe at Tarring is now complete and supply came back on from 

24th March. There should be no more disturbance to any plots bordering the road or 

toillet path and toilets will be open for Easter. 


